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Welcome to the
IAPC’s International
Media Conference

have fought the good fight
T have finished the course
I have kept the faith

For the past two years I have led this organization and we are five years young. IAPC now boasts
12 chapters and provides a common platform for media professionals around the world. We have suc-
cessfully hosted annual media conferences for these five years. This fifth year will be my last as chairman.
Mofivation, performance and participation from our members have been a key factor for our success,
for this T am grateful to all members of IAPC. We have high quality members and dedicated individuals
who have always impressed me by their depth of knowledge, understanding and willingness to help. 1
also salute their dedication and professionalism which have no equal anywhere.
We have made many triumphs durin
financial and legal front. We were abl.

g my term. We have the best representation and resources on the
pave the way for the future.

e to award 30 students with $500 scholarships. We have started to

I have been honored and humbled b
willingness to participate in our annu

y the generosity of numerous individuals and thank them for their
from India are those who have share:

alinitiative, the International Media Conference. Among our guests
d the journey with us and those who will join us to advance forward.

‘Ileave the IAPC feeling more optimistic about its future,
major challenges that remain. This has been a very challel

but this does not mean that I do not see the
comes to an end, it remains one I will treasure. I wish IAP

nging and illuminating experience and as it

Thomas Mathew Joys

: oming togeth-

‘ ‘ C er is a begin-
ning, Keep-

2 ing together

is progress, Working together is
success” said Henry Ford.That
makes us to add that we as IAPC
are future oriented. Thinking Lo-
cal but strive globally- that makes
us roll with a clear direction. We
seriously work for ‘Preserving,
Protecting and Defending’ the
ideologies of free press, and stand
for the rights and privileges of In-
do-American media professional.
Many of the Press Clubs are
known for over-promising and
then figuring out how they can
deliver some different features.
This is where we the dedicated
members of Indo American Press
Club share their level best for or-
ganizing need based events of lo-
cal importance and stand out for
the public. Our British Colum-

C much success in the future.

importance.

In general, almost all economic
and regulatory policy affects or
influencing freedom of speech
and expressionCritics analyses
the recent explosion of broad free
speech rulings as evidence of in-
creasing judicial activism, as the
social media has no control over
the illegitimate and manipulated
reports to misguide the general
public.On the other side we see
the utter loss of shame among
political leaders and sometimes
religious celebrities caught in a
lie and misconduct and they just
double down and they repeat
more lies to coverup. And while
mainstream media industry is
accused of losing its sacred mot-
towe at JAPC understand the
need of the hour and concentrate
on true spirit of journalism with
its legitimate ethics and respon-
sibility. -

As a very busy businessman
with too many social commit-
ments, our eminent Chairman

Dr.Babu Stephen has also been
diligently working *behind the
curtain with our founding mem-
bers and the Committees without
jeopardizing the stability of our
organization as a whole. With-
out taxing many of our members,
his help to orchestrate a complex
effort to organize this IMC 2018,
in collaboration with our Atlanta
Chapteris much appealing and
successful. His participation in
the Kerala Lok Sabha and contri-
bution of Rs.One Crore to Kerala
Disaster Fund elevated his im-
portance and the image of IAPC,
he is leading. IAPC is dedicated
in assisting the betterment of
journalists and media profession-
al; and of late our members have
generously contributed to the
Kerala Flood Relief Fund.

While we celebrate our Fifth
Anniversary, the Souvenir Com-
mittee proudly welcome all the
delegates to IMC 2018 and pres-
ent this Souvenir 2018, proudly
and looking forward indeed.

For IAPC SOUVENIR COMMITTEE

Chief Editor
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DR. BABU STEPHEN

r. Babu Stephen is the current C.E.O of DC Healthcare Inc
and the President of SM Realty LLC. An M.B.A graduate
from Washington D.C. and a Doctorate since 2006, his mod-
esty is an inspiration to the many. He has lived the life of entitlements,
and his incisive and leadership capacities have helped, edify institu-
tions of Indian and American communities where he served his term.
He was the President of Indian Cultural Coordination Commit-
tee(ICCC) for two years. He was a contributing member of The
United States Congressional Advisory Board and served a two year
term as the regional Vice President to the Federation of Indians in
America(FIA). He was also the President of Association of Indians
in America(AIA) and is the present Chairman to the Indo-American
Press Club. These are notable mentions of his associations among the
many.
A founding member of Kairali television, a leading channel with
an impressive viewership around the world and the publisher of two
newspapers, ‘Express India’ and ‘India this Week’, in the metropol-
itan DC area for the local Indian communities are part of his media
engagements. He was the founding producer of ‘Darshan Television’
in Washington DC. He is a balanced player in US political system and
has successfully hosted multiple fundraisers to candidates across 3
Decades in Washington DC and was part of the Washing DC Mayor’s
business delegation to China. »
His eloquence is well cherished on subjects many, and he stays the
most welcome and sought after speaker in all events, where he chaired. K
His words always leave impressions, in addition to the thought provok- I :
ing statements and the good times, he gifts his audience. His eye for de-

tail, the wisdom to see forth and the hankering for new ventures have
Phcontinued on next page 74 /3

Chairman Dr.Babu Stephen and his wife Gracy Stephen Chairman Dr. Babu Stephen with Arun jaitley, Finance
with President Bill Clinton and First Lady Hillary Clinton Minister, India

N

DR Babu Stephen with K Muraleedharan who was 3 times ~

3 President of KPCC and Dr Babu Steph itori
h Mr Sitaram Yechury, the General Secretary of the Member of Parliament, an earlier abu Stephen with the Editoriol Director [TV
ggiﬂ%g;ﬁmﬁg:ﬁ, '(:,AE Politburo Comm)\/.lnlst Party of Indio presently a member of the Legislative Assembly Nalapat, rITV Media Prof. M D
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always kept his spirits on high.

He lives with his whole family wife,
daughter, son-in-law and two delightful-
ly sweet and talented grandkids in DC. A
family that grew to complement his tastes
and did acquire his niche for people man-
agement and guest hospitality, they stay his
pride among all his possessions.

In all of his talks, he reserves a few
words for enlightening all with the Patrik
Payton’s phrases,” The Family that Prays
Together Stays Together”.

He is very well respected and identified
in the society for all right causes. He re-
spects his motherland India and engages in
activities that seek to emancipate the name
of the nation. He respects his America Cit-
izenship too with his participation and
the very generous contributions for many
causes including and not limited to the so-
cio economic development in Washington
DC where he resides. He works closely
with the Washington DC Mayor’s office.

For a person who have had multiple

invitations to White House Dinners and
personally interacted with 4 Presidents
of United States including Clinton and
Obama apart from Kings of a couple of
countries, he has defined his life around

BABU STEPHEN

the saying, “Simplicity is the guideline be-
hind great men”, His life is a living mantra
for the many.

Special Invitee at the ‘Loka Kerala
Sabha’

He was a Special Invitee at the ‘Loka Ker-
ala Sabha’. The Loka Kerala Sabha is an
event hosted by the state government of
Kerala to bring Keralites living around the

globe under one platform by utilizing the

expertise of Non-Resident Keralites for de-

veloping Kerala.

INR One Crore Donation to Kerala
Relief
* Our Chairman, Dr Babu Stephen donated
INR One Crore to Kerala Chief Minister’s
~ Distress Fund by handing over a Demand
Draft to the Hon. Chief Minister of Ker-
ala, Mr. Pinarayi Vijayan. He was visiting
Kerala at the time of the flooding and was a
witness to the devastating effects of the na-
ture’s wrath and the carnage it caused. He
has also committed to spend a minimum of
INR One Crore each for the next 5 consec-
utive years in rebuilding his adoptive Dis-
trict of Idukki in Kerala, an initiative by the
Chief Minister of Kerala.
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Dr Babu Stephen donated INR One Crore to Kerala Chief Ministeris Distress Fund by handing over a Demand

Draft to Hon. Chief Minister of Kerala, Mr. Pinarayi Vijayan
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g Message from the

President for IMC
meddage %om /9 re:uclent 0 /APC

s President
f the Indo-
. American  Press
* Club, I would like to -
welcome members -
of our media frater- |
nity to the fifth In-
ternational Media
Conference hosted
in Atlanta, Georgia. |
IMC is a powerful
tool that brings to-
gether prominent
journalists under one platform,
providing professional develop-
ment opportunities and innovative
approaches and solutions in the
challenging and dynamic media
environment.

The Indo American Press Club
is committed towards fostering
partnerships and building bridg-
es with the community for its en-
richment and active involvement.
This year we are proud to honor
50outstanding high school stu-

dents of Indian or-
 igin in Atlanta, GA
« for their scholarly
and creative en-
! deavors.

academic and cre-
ative , expression
and the accom-
plishments of our
fraternity, I urge

Renee Mehrra you to put your at-

tention on the flood battered state
of Kerala that warrants our com-
passion and generosity. The path
to recovery from the devastation is
arduous and I would like to appeal
to all of you to open your hearts to
the victims of nature’s fury.

Once again, welcome to the con-
ference and let us continue to de-
liver unbiased journalistic content
with ethics and integrity which is
the hallmark of good reporting

- While we are :
here to celebrate

P
B e T .a_s.fJ
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Founder Chairm.an
GinsmonZacharia

s IAPC continues its journey through the

6th year, has made its footprints by ful-
filling at least some of its visions. The 5th me-
dia conference is an occasion to reflect on its
past, make plans for the future, and consider
changes that need to be made. IAPC strives to
make its presence in the communities that we
live in, at the same time help uplift the career
of Indo American journalists. Our association
and within IAPC will make us visible and our
voices heard at all times especially in need. Let
us contribute to work together for our individ-
ual betterment and that of the community we
represent. Our unity is our strength. Our good
wishes are our epcouragements, our able an
strong leadership is our guide and all our mem-
bers are the reason for our existence. Let us all
continue to walk towards the continued suc-
cess and the fulfillment of its vision and mis-

. sion in a more meaningful way.

Ginsmon P Zacharia & Family
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Warm greetin
of Indo Amer;i

t is my great pleasure angd

honor to extend to you all

a warm welcome to attend
and participate for our Sth Inter-
national Media conference at At-
lanta as the venue plays an import-
ant part in both the Civi] War and
the 1960s Civil Rights Movement.
Atlanta History Center chronicles
the city’s past, and the Marti Lu-
ther King Jr. National Historic site
is dedicated to the African-Amer-
ican leader’s life and times. It has
been my honor to serve asthe Gen-
eral Secretary of the Indo Amer-
ican Press Club for the past year.
I learned a great deal, including
many lessons that I believe will
be of great benefit to serving you.

Itis with that sense of pride that 1
come into this position of the Press
Club. I follow in the footsteps of
our past leaders and | believe ev-
ery member of IAPC is 5 specialist
inhis or her fields,

T'd like to see more members
engaged and Participate in club
activities. We glso know that
Wwe need to keep reminding and
showing you through our activ-
ities and events that your mem-
bership is valuable and worth
your time and financjal commit-
ment. I know that the Press Club
has had great times and challeng-
ing times. It should be our re-
sponsibility to help cultivate the
next generation of journalists and

Thomas C. Mathew (Anil)

communications professionals by
hosting a professional develop-
ment event geared towards the
development of young journal-

ists, timely programs for estab-
lished journalists and the recog-
nition of quality journalism.
Journalism is at a crossroads
with technology and with the
public. Journalists’ livelihoods
and yes, tragically many lives are
also at stake and that's why we
continue to partner with press,
media fraternities and others that
do a great job bringing in world
class journalists for public forums
to discuss and solve vital issues,
With over nine regional opera-
tions, I truly hope this conference
will provide a unique platform for
networking across the streams of
journalists, media fraternity from
far and near and be able to create

IAPC 5th International Media Conference Souvenir- IMC 2018 , 1 1

§ to all my friends
can press Club

new experiences by associating
with other press clubs around
the globe to serve our community
and fellow members,

T hope to contribute to the last-
ing legacy of truth, transparency
and trust about which journalism
stands for and must continue. So
many people, not all of whom
I can name today, have worked
tirelessly to bring the Press Club
back and I look forward to wel-
coming you to an inspiring, edu-
cational, and enjoyable program
in vibrant, beautiful and multj-
cultural city of Atlanta.

Sincerely,
Thomas C. Mathew (Anil)

KN

ome Facts about Atlanta that you
may want to know!

The author, based in Atlanta
and part of the Real Estate industry, has
provided an update and some interesting

facts about this great city! The cities in
close proximity or commutable distance
to Downtown Atlanta is commonly called
as Metro Atlanta. Since 2007, the real es-
tate business has faced a slump but it has
now revamped and picked up pace, In ad-
dition, home values have also gone up.
Atlanta is among the fastest growing
Metropolitan areas in the country. Stud-
ies show that it is actually the third fastest

growing Metropolitan. Eleven Counties
in Georgia have made it to the 100 fastest
growing counties list in the nation,

When compared to the rest of the nation,

Metro Atlanta in most aspects has been
growing at an average pace. Cities like Se-
attle has grown about 12% compared to last
year and Cities like Chicago about 2.6%,
in comparison Atlanta has grown over 5%
closer to the US National average.

Atlanta, in many ways, is closer to the
average when compared to several factors
like House prices, taxes, insurance, cost
of living etc. It remains viable option for
many and is not too high nor too low when

i~
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compared to most cities in the nation,

Another factor people consider while
moving to Atlanta is the weather condi-
tions. Atlanta enjoys moderate climatic
conditions and has almost always escaped
the harsh winters of the Northern states
or the big storms that we hear in the south
or midwest. If you are a tennis enthusi-
ast, you will really enjoy the 12 months of
ideal playing conditions-a real envy of the
rest of the country!

A closer look at education and health-
care, it is noted that there are some very
good schools here in Atlanta like the Em-
ory University, Georgia Tech, UGA and

.
-
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General Secretary

W ATLANTA

several others.

Atlanta has the busiest passenger air-
port in the world, the world's largest and
biggest aquarium, is known for its’ south-
ern hospitality, is the home of the Braves,
Hawks, and Falcons. Atlanta is also the
birthplace of the Civil rights movement.
Known as the peach state, Atlanta hous-
es the headquarters of large corporations
such as CNN and Coca-Cola. For South
Asians, a pride is that Atlanta has the larg-
est Hindu temple in the World outside of
India.

Hope you found the facts about Atlanta
interesting!

Prasad Phili

e

s,



| he name on the boarding pass
read Chris Nayar. Once, in
the distant past he had been

Krishnan Nair. Chris had hated that
name as far as he could remember. It
was so terribly old fashioned and on
top of it, it reminded him that he was
a Mallu. God forsaken land was what
it should be called he told his friends
when they planned a holiday to God’s
own country. He had hated the com-
pulsory annual trip to his parents’
hometown. The nosy relatives visited
to gather as much news as they could.
His broken Malayalam would be com-
mented on and laughed at. The food
was spicy and tasted terrible. He was
disgusted at the way people ate rice

and its accompaniments with relish.

He missed his pyaaz, rotis, dal and the

neat khatories. He longed for his favor-
ite kebabs.
At the age of sixty when his father re-
tired from work, his parents informed
him of their decision to settle down in
their tiny town in Kerala. Chris was
appalled. “But why?” he asked his fa-
ther” You have lived here for thirty five
years. You have your friends here, You
have spent the best years of your lives
here” “Our roots are there” his father
had replied. “Not ours, yours probably’
Chris had retorted in anger.

His visits to his parents’ home were
infrequent. This visit for instance was
after a hiatus of five years. Chris sat
in the crammed seat that he had paid
a fortune for. His knees almost banged
into the seat in front. His elbows poked
into the protruding belly of his co-pas-
senger. Fortunately he had landed a
window seat. Chris looked out at the
clouds flying by. He pulled out a note-
book from his briefcase and started
sketching. First the clouds. They were
like his thoughts. They would darken
and turninto rain any time. They would
be blown away by the wind. They were

VAL

sometimes so translucent you could
see through them. Sometimes so dense
that'you could be lost in their midst.
The air hostess with uncouth make-
up and a plastic smile jolted him from
his musings. Chris refused the packed
food. He knew what it would taste like
and all he wanted was to get back to his
clouds. But his neighbor had woken up
and was determined to start a conver-
sation. Chris murmured polite replies
to endless questions. He was relieved
when over the speaker came the muf-
fled voice of the pilot. The plane was
on time. Through the tiny window
Chris looked down at the coconut trees
and the Arabian Sea. From up above it
looks nice Chris thought to himself.
The touchdown was bumpy and
Chris fought his way out through the
unruly crowd. He caught a prepaid taxi
from the airport. There was now a long
ride before him. The Rain Gods were
on vacation and the weather was sul-
try. The roads were bad as always. The
driver played some silly song and the
car danced over each pothole. Chris
leaned back and closed his eyes.
The house was alive with people.
They stared as Chris emerged from
the cab. He walked towards the open
door and stepped inside. The lamp was
lit and the incense sticks fumed. In the
confines of a metal and glass container
lay his father. The cold kept his body
from rotting. Wrapped in rounds of
white cloth, the frail frame of his fa-
ther looked frailer. Uncles he hardly
knew hugged Chris. Aunties held his
hand and wiped tears from their eyes
with the corners of their saris. Over a
sea of faces Chris caught sight of his
brother. They looked at each other for
a moment. They had sprung from the
same loins; those of the man who lay
dead.
The women were cloistered inside
the room. They kept the corpse com-

pany. They wore drab saris for the oc.—
casion but the gold bangles on their
wrists gleamed and the thick chains
around their necks hung heavy. Their
chants filled the room and for once
Chris was glad. The noise kept the
deathly silence away. Chris could sense
the restlessness of the crowd. They
had been waiting for him. Chris was
dressed in baggy shorts and a funky T
shirt. He liked this kind that had innu-
merable pockets. He liked the way they
could hold secrets and spring surpris-
es at him. Sometimes when he put his
hand into one of them he would come
up with a piece of paper with a half
finished poem that he had forgotten.
Sometimes it would be a bindi whose
red had dimmed.

Chris was ordered to take a bath and
get appropriately dressed. Appropriate
was torso bare and a dhoti around his
waist. The water was cold and through
his wet hair his otherwise carefully
concealed baldness showed. Without a
shirt, he who could enjoy a strip tease
felt strangely embarrassed and naked.
The dhoti hung precariously. It was in
danger of coming undone any moment.

The cremation was scheduled for
eleven in the morning and the men
swung into action on cue. The body
was lifted out of the mobile mortuary
and laid out on the floor. Flowers were
strewn and respects paid. When it was
his turn, Chris knelt down and pressed
his head to his father’s feet. He felt the
cold.

The body was to be cremated in the
patch of land adjacent to the house. A
Pit had been dug. Under the white sand
it was brown mud. A tree had been cut
and the logs were laid out. The body
was placed with precision. Chris set
Ep}i}:ii]:\blazc. Smoke filled the air.

of roast flesh was overpow-

ering. Chris knew he would not touch
another kebab ever.
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Meera Nair

Long after the mourners left, Chris
stood alone looking at the remains of
the fire. It had died down but deep
within he knew it was still alive, would
always be. An invisible umbilical cord
seemed to arise from the embers, It
bound him to that piece of smoulder-
ing earth. Chris walked towards the
house that was now his. His father had
chosen to leave it to the rebel among
his sons.

On the walls of the living room hung
three laminated photographs.In the
centre stood his parents. He looked at
the picture carefully. It had been tak-
en the year his mother died. She had
pleaded with him several times to get
married. She had been so desperate
that she had even asked him to bring
any woman of his choice. His answer
had always been no. Marriage was not
an institution he believed in. Chris,
Father and Mother, two people he had

taken for granted. Two people like a
pair of old comfortable sofas which

were always in the background, which
one assumed would always be there. To
the right hung a picture of his brother,
wife and their two sons. The picture
on the left was his. Chris looked at
the man in the picture. Hands folded
across his chest, he was looking into
the distance and smiling. The picture
looked strangely incomplete. The man
was all alone. He was lost. A wave of
emptiness hit Chris. An ocean of tezfrs
flooded his eyes. Chris ran up the stairs
to the bedroom on top and shut himself
in. The mirror on the wardrobe stared.
at him. Funky T shirt, precarious dhoti
and streaming eyes. Who was he?
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Being Human in the D

echnology is rapidly changing and

overtaking us by leaps and bounds,

As reported by Jaison Palmer in his
article, ‘Entangled Web’ (The Economist,
The World in 2018), the first significant
milestone in quantum computing may be
reached in 2018, by Google, IBM or others
in the race for quantum supremacy. In 2016,
China launched the first quantum-enabled
satellite to beam messages securely to the
earth and in interplanetary space. In 2018,
China plans to build a quantum-signaling
network that could launch a global quantum
internet. The European Union and USA are
close behind in the quantum gold rush,
Learning in the Digital Age
Emerging  technologies are
changing the face of educa- l
tion and ushering in a digital
culture that is fascinating
and alarming. The goal of
education is primarily to
acquire and transfer knowl-
edge and to develop employ-
able professional skills. Along
with acquisition of technical W S
and professional skills, education
must help individuals to discover
themselves, acquire individual
and social values and life skills

The most popular typ

such as discipline, critical thinking skills,
and skills to deal with adversity. An educat-
ed person is considered knowledgeable in
some specific domain, can learn on the fly,
and can take better or right decisions in life,
and can communicate well his or her ideas.
Education must help in developing an indi-
vidual’s innate talents, and in self-discov-
ery and self-management. Education must
focus on learning rather than teaching.
Teachers must be enablers of learning for
every individual. Education is a continuing
process that continues throughout life and
does not stop with acquisition of a degree
or diploma. Education enables the
shaping of culture individu-
ally and socially.
\  Technology can be
leveraged to revolu-
tionize the way we
learn. Thanks to
the Internet, on-
line education
is now possible.
Anyone can learn
anytime anywhere
with  courseware
provided online by

universities or by

anyone. The learning process

7

can be personalized providing convenience
and reducing costs, without even going
to school or college. A virtual tutor can
provide one-on-one classrooms. Robotic
teachers are being experimented in China.
Many universities have online courses.
Massive Open Online Courses
(M00Cs)

The idea of massive open online courses
(MOOCs) for the masses has been gaining
ground since 2006. Khan Academy (www.
khanacademy.org) implemented this con-
cept by video-streaming lectures. Salman
Khan, an MIT and Harvard alumnus,
founded Khan Academy in 2006, while
working as a hedge fund analyst. Accord-
ing to him, technology makes learning per-
sonal and interactive, helping individuals
learn anything at their own pace, to exper-
iment, make mistakes, learn from mistakes,
and then work towards the mastery of the
subject. According to him, technology can
humanize education and the classroom.
It does not embarrass the learners. There
are no teachers breathing down your neck
or asking, ‘do you understand?. In 2011,
about 160,000 students from 190 countries
enrolled in a free online course on artificial
intelligence taught by two experts at Stan-
ford University.

igital Age

Joseph Ponnoly

The five leaders in on-line learn-
ing are:
» Coursera (www.coursera.org) founded
in 2011 by two Stanford Computer Science
Professors, Andrew Ng and Daphne Koller.
» EDX (www.edx.org) founded in 2012
as a venture between MIT and Harvard.
» Khan Academy (www.khanacademy.
org): focused on Mathematics, biology,
chemistry, physics, finance, and history.
» The Great Courses (www.thegreat-
Founded by Thomas M.,
Rollins. Tt is a private, for-profit online
academy. Has about 400 courses across 10
subject areas taught by top professors.
» Udacity (www.udacity.com): Found-
ed in 2011 after the cofounders Sebastian
Thrun and Peter Norvig offered their ‘In-
troduction to Artificial Intelligence’ course
online to anyone for free. Cofounder Mike
Sokolsky is a robotics researcher.
Digital Culture
Max Tegmark, Professor of Physics at MIT
W Continued on page 14 _
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and Director of the Future of Life
Institute, in his book ‘Life 3.0', has
highlighted the issue of being hu-
man in the age of artificial intelli-
gence (AD). Al will affect individu-
als and socicty in myriad ways. The
focus must be to ensure that the im-
pact of Al is beneficial to human be-
ings and to society. We cannot rule
out an arms race in ‘lethal autono-
mous weapons'. Machines could
outsmart humans.

SatyaNadella says, ‘It is the peo-
ple and organizations pushing
the boundaries on innovation and
applying technology to tackle big
challenges that inspire m; tech-
nology on its’ own is just one picce
of the puzzle - it’s the people and
passion behind the technology that
bring it to life”. He points out the
challenge ahead and says, ‘Unlock
the unimaginable and solve the im-
possible’. The impossible includes
space elevators, asteroid mining,
energy from nuclear fusion, colo-
nies on Mars and the moon or even
on Europa, humans connecting
with intelligent life (not necessar-
ily biological intelligence) in the
universe, and a bio-engineered hu-
man. Think of aworld using robotic
construction workers or farm labor
robots. We must also be prepared
for a robot workers’ union. Zach
Weinersmith'’s cartoon in ‘Soonish’
depicts a future judge hearing ‘the
case of Jones vs. Self-configuring
Polyoxymethylene glycol!

SatyaNadella's vision can be
fulfilled only if we merge art and
humanities with science and tech-

nology. Knowledge will be every-
where at the press of a button and
may be provided by machines, But
what will differentiate humans
from machines will be the imag-

ination, creativity, judgment, and
the qualities of the heart and mind
combined. In this interconnected
world, networked intelligence and
consciousness may help to dispel
ignorance and prejudices, break
down the walls that separate hu-
mans from humans, help to build
bridges to promote world peace
and collaboration everywhere,
and help to evolve one humanity.
Let this be the dawn of the age of
wisdom and better digital collabo-
ration around the world.

At the gateway to the quantum
age, while focusing on the technol-
ogies, we must not lose sight of the
immense opportunities that are
opening from ideas and solutions
emanating from innovative minds.
Interplanetary space explorations
may help us to understand and uti-
lize human life and the resources
on this planet in a better manner.
The human spirit is ever trying to
expand the limits of human knowl-
edge in every sphere of human ac-
tivity. The innovative ideas from
creative humans are up for grabs
by startups, entrepreneurs, and
unicorns of the quantum age.

Beyond the horizon, we can
see windows of opportunities un-
folding to solve hitherto unsolved
problems that face humankind --
poverty, disease, war, or climate
change. Housing will be a major
challenge around the world in
the future. Think of a 3D-printed
house that can be built in 24 hours
and will cost 50% of the current
cost. What if we could use aswarm
of robots to build these houses to
house the refugees displaced from
war-torn areas like Syria or Iragq,
or to house those whose hous-
es were destroyed by cyclones,

hurricanes, or natural disasters
around the world? While emerg-
ing technologies will usher in
human progress and better life in
certain pockets of the world, hu-
mans must use these technologies
and intelligent machines to spread
out the benefits of technology and
improve human lives everywhere,
while maintaining planet earth
and its ecosystem. The benefits of
technology must reach every cor-
ner of the globe to benefit human
race a8 one. Technology must lead
to better human collaboration.
Technology Risks

We cannot also forget the fact
that technology is a double-edged
sword. It can be the surgcon’s
scalpel or a butcher’s knife. Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki, Auschwitz,
and September 2011, are grim re-
minders of how technology and
technological progress can be
used to destroy rather than build.

Ultimately the question is wheth-
er technology will humanize or de-
humanize us, The choice is ours.
We must consider the dangers that
lie ahead—the cyber security risks
and the unsafe use of technology or
technological addiction. The great-
er danger is from the cyberwars
that are looming on the horizon.

At least a few of us will be sip-
ping our morning coffee and living
on the red planet by 2035, hope-
fully as wiser humans, in peace
and harmony with ourselves, with
other creatures, with super-intel-
ligent machines, with nature, with
dark matter, dark energy, and with
our own universe or with other
universes, if any. It is continuing
education that should transform
us and shape our culture in this
digital age.

Joseph iso and i
 Ponnoly umn&ogy W w with over three decades of experlence in IT, information securi

ies and the knm’r’aled economy.

to the Quantum Age* (2018) dealing with emerging
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I believe there are two kinds of

- media biases - one perceived and

one actual. The perceived one
essentially originates from one’s
own beliefs, bolstered by what
chooses to read, listen to, and

view on anything - political, rel-
gious, or otherwise - and sees the
media coverage going contra;

ry to
his or her dearly-held Ppositions, it
is considered as media bias,

tual, though unintended. But can

ghnplymalutllebutmeofdmegivm
Science discovered gadgets saving time
sdnmpldnwenllhavlngmﬂme
Same time of hours, though all have.

All the time fiddling on smartphones
And wasting time lazy on social media
Avail, lest spoiled ime never returns

Assure you utilize fullness of time.

Gladly mist appears for alittle time

" Atright time Christ died for us ungodly
As the kingdom of God promised in time

Asking for repentance before time ends
And the God of Peace, get you in time.

At a time heaven and earth pass away
Angels nor His Son knows that time
And know that time will come for you
And only Heavenly Father knows the Time.

[Holy Bible
teaches us that
everything has

its own des-
tined Time, and

Are the Blessed One well managed time

Almighty Omnipotent appears on time
At the proper time manifested By Him

propes

efficiently/

About Dr. Mathew Joys
Dr. Mathew Joys though known for his expertise in fi

He has been writing in different nev
his service as Executive Editor of JaiHindVartha, A
Herald, Malayalimag and FM radio. Among his p
a spiritual interpretation on Song of Songs, ho
of the founding members of IAPC, now he is a Director ond Board

st an ex*

i d bias? Ju
it really be calle fmy lif

ample: In the early days0
in the US, T was surprised bY %
media “bias” here, i, the V5!
media’s near-total blackout of the
world outside the US borders, &
if almost all of the news happe™
only in this country!

An instance from India
tory: After Prime Minister I0°
dira Gandhi revoked the infa"
mous emergency, the media that
was bent on (and was forced t0)
supporting her turned against
her overnight with a plethora
of charges culminating in_her

P Continued on poge 1>
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e speak
not only
to tell
other people what we think, but to tell
ourselves what we think. Speech is a part of
thought”
Oliver Sacks, Seeing Voices
We live in day and age where conflict and dis-
agreement are everywhere and nearly impossible to
escape. One only has to turn on the news or open the
newspaper to see this to be true. What is the source
of this conflict? How do we address it? Why is so
difficult for people at times to get along? These are
but a few questions that people across the globe are
raising and pondering about. The answer lies in
people of all ages and cultures learning the ben-
efit and power of using effective communica-
tion skills. At the root of many of our social
ills, is miscommunication. Where there
is miscommunication this is also mis-
understanding, disrespect, and
hurt feelings looming close
behind. The quote
above goes

even further by saying our speech and communi-
cation is part of our thought process and one way in
which we shape who we are. In that vein of thought
and in the space below, I would like to share a few
tidbits on what constitutes effective communication:

Listening - One might think about talking and
speaking first when one thinks about communication
skills, but one cannot underestimate the importance
of developing good listening skills. By becoming a
good listener, one better understands what others
are saying and trying to communicate. This leads to
more productive conversation and discussion, thus
improving communication for everyone.

*Use of Evidence and Explanation - Good com-
municators seek additional information to assist in
making more informed decisions and strengthen
this own ideas and perspectives. Moreover, this the
speaker with their explanation of their thoughts and
ideas. In the age where many talks about fake news
and alternative facts, everyone should seek out di-
verse points of view to come to a more holistic and
accurate understanding of the world.

*Looking at issues from other’s perspective - one
greatly enhances their communication skills when
one takes the time to think about and consider some-
one’s point of view. We often rush to judgement with-
out understanding what others might think or feel

about the issue. Putting yourself in someone else’s
shoes is not to see if they fit, but how it might feel
when you walk in them.

velop a desire

to read and research

- great communicators see

the importance of reading and re-

search so they are in a position to have
something of substance to share with
others. When communicating one benefits
greatly from seeing how others think and view
the topic/issue. Reading and research also helps
the speaker develop different ideas and examples
to better communicate their thoughts.

+Adapt to your audience - one should give great
consideration to who you are speaking to and their
opinions and values. It will help you better shape
your thoughts and ideas.

*Practice, Practice, Practice! - At the end of the
day, to get better at communicating one has to
practice communicating. You are more likely
to get over your speech anxiety and nerves
the more you practice. But now, when one
practices you can refer to the items listed
above.

Hope this is helpful and good
luck at becoming a great
communicator!

= "
A of the nationds foremost experts on
%%m.u H‘:g: received many coaching and service awards from mal

ames R. Roland Il - Debate Director/Coach of The Young Leaders Academy, Atlanta .
E'he mlenl;f debate in urban education, and currently serves os the Director of Community Outreach and Engu?ed Scholorship for the Barkley Forum at
ny Universities and arganizations, including the recognition received from President Obama

work he is doing in Atlanta and around the country.
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ment does in New Delhi. While

Osama Bin Laden, for example?
It is a common lament in India

world population by 25 percent.

look at how the media onslaught

getting ousted from office in the
ensuing elections.

Or take the example of the
so-called Indian leftists. They
always want more freedom of
speech and extol the virtues of
left-leaning or socialist regimes
around the world, but they con-
veniently ignore the fact that lit-
tle, if any, freedom of expression
exists in those countries that
they praise as ideal societies.

And how the media in Kerala
attack,ina near-unanimous uray,
almost anything and everything
that the NarendraModi govern-

reading major Indian newspa-
pers in English published out-
side Kerala, I get the feeling that
the media in Kerala focuses on
news that shows the country’s
ruling party in a not-too-favor-
able light. So is Kerala's media
biased? Or are the people biased
in favor of a biased media that
they do not even realize the bias?

Also, haven't we noticed the
disparity in how the epoch-mak-
ing events in recent history were
reported by the US media and
Indian media - the capture and
execution of Saddam Hussein and

that the western media is against
the country. But just pause and
reflect on how the Indian media
handled major international trag-
edies like 9/11. There was a size-
able section of the Indian media
that relished a conspiracy theory.
This writer was flabbergasted by
the opinion of a well-respected
journalist - he was confident and
wanted everyone else to believe
that the events of 9/11 were the
creation of the US government as
part of a western world-inspired
grandiose agenda to reduce the

Also, I remember reading articles
by others echoing the same beliefs.
There is a sizeable population in
India, including the so-called in-
telligentsia, who readily buy such
stories and propagate them with
added spice.

Lastly, let us revisit a most re-
cent memory: Candidate Trump
was never billed by the media to
win the US presidency, and al-
most all the opinion polls point-
ed to his possible loss in the elec-
tions. But then whose truth did
prevail, that of the silent voters at
large, or that of the media? And

on President Trump continues!

So where is the truth? Or,
whose truth is the truth?

There are several internation-
al bodies (or cosmetically called
watchdog groups) that keep an
eye on media bias. Do they work?
If s0, who do they favor?

When everything is not created
equal and fair in the universe, isn’t
it a bit fallacious to insist on to-
tal neutrality in journalism when
such journalism is aimed at indi-
viduals who are biased in one way
or the other? I think the answer
isno. No?
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generation ago, the likes of
Walter Cronkite, Peter Jen-
ings and Diane Sawyer
were the heroes of television news
in the United States. Now the biggest
stars are arguably Sean Hannity and
Rachel Maddow. Notice the differ-
ence? Cronkite, Jennings and Saw-
yer reported the news. Hannity and
Maddow talk about the news, and
occasionally make it. But you never
doubt how they feel about it.
Evening newscasts on ABC, CBS
and NBC gave straightforward
accounts of the day’s events, and
morning shows told you what hap-
pened while you slept. Newspapers
flourished, with sections clear-
ly marked for news and editorial
pages for opinion. The one cable
network, in its infancy, followed
the play-it-straight rules of the big
broadcasters. There was no Inter-
net, no social media feed, no smart-
phone with headlines flashing.
Today, many newspapers are di-
minished. People are as likely to find
articles through links on social me-
dia posted by friends and celebrities.
Three TV news channels, two with
firmly established points of view, air
an endless loop of politically laced
talk. There’s no easy escape from a
24-hour-a-day news culture.

The internet’s emergence has
made the media far more demo-
cratic — for good and ill. There are
many more voices to hear. Exposure
to different content and ideas on so-
cial media and TV affects cach and
every one of us differently. It helps
every one of us form ideas, change
our attitudes, beliefs and actions in
s0 unique ways.

There are some positive aspects
to social media. It’s important to
remember that teens are hardwired
for socialization, and social media
makes socializing easy and immedi-
ate. Teens who struggle with social
skills, social anxiety, or who don’t
have easy access to face-to-face
socializing with other teens might
benefit from connecting with other
teens through social media.

A recent study found that indi-
vidual-based social networking is
said to have grown at the expense
of more traditional personal rela-
tionships. The research found this
in some instances, but more com-
monly found social media being
used to actually reinforce tradition-
al groups, such as family, castes, and
tribes, and to repair the ruptures
created by migration and mobility.

Having been connected to social
media also helps change our broad-
er views on the world and the hap-
penings. According to a study by
Pew Research Center, 14% of the
people surveyed stated that they
have changed their views about a
political or social issue in the past

year because of something they saw
on social media.

Certain groups, particularly young
men, are more likely than others to say
they’ve modified their views because
of social media. Around three-in-ten
men ages 18 to 29 (29%) say their
views on a political or social issue
changed in the past year due to social
media. Thisis roughly twice the share
saying this among all Americans and
more than double the shares among
men and women ages 30 and older
(12% and 11%, respectively).

There are also differences by race
and ethnicity, according to the new
survey. Around one-in-five black
(19%) and Hispanic (22%) Americans
say their views changed due to social
media, compared with 11% of whites.

In 2016, the Center asked so-
cial media users whether they had
“ever modified” their views about a
political or social issue because of
something they saw on social me-
dia. Two-in-ten said yes and 79%
said no, with more Democrats and
Democratic leaners than Republi-
cans and Republican leaners saying
they had modified views.

Although most people have not
changed their views on a political
or social issue in the past year be-
cause of social media, those who
have also tend to place a high lev-

el of personal importance on social
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media as a tool for personal politi-
cal engagement and activism.

Just over half whose views
changed (56%) say social media is
personally important in providing a
venue to express their political opin-
ions, compared with a third of social
media users who have not changed a
view in the past year (33%).

While Americans who haven’t
changed their views putless personal
importance in social media, major-
ities see these platforms as helping
give a voice to underrepresented
groups; highlighting important issues
that might otherwise go unnoticed;
or helping hold powerful people ac-
countable for their actions.

As President Donald Trump re-
writes the rules of engagement to
knock the media off stride, he’s
found a receptive audience among
his supporters for complaints about
“fake news” and journalists who are
“enemies of the people.”

“We don’t have a communica-
tions and public sphere that can
discern between fact and opinion
between serious journalists and
phonies,” says Stephen J.A. Ward,
author of 10 books on the media,
including the upcoming “Ethical
Journalism in a Populist Age.”

In an ideal world, Ward says,
people would have an opportunity
to learn media literacy. And he'd
have fewer uneasy cocktail party

3

encounters after he meets some-
one new and announces that he's
an expert in journalism ethics.
“After they laugh, they talk about
some person spouting off on Fox or
something,” he says. He has to ex-
plain: That may be some people’s
idea of journalism, but it’s not news
reporting.

Income Inequality is most ris-
ing among Indian Americans: Pew
Center Report

Indian  Americans enjoy the
highest levels of income among var-
ious Asian ethnic groups in the U.S.,
but wide economic disparities exist
within the community, noted the
Pew Research Center in a report re-

leased last month.

The report, titled “Income Inequal-
ity in the US. Is Rising Most Rapidly
Among Asians” surveyed income
levels of several Asian American eth-
nicities and found that Asians at the
top 10 percent of incomes earned 10.7
times more than those at the bottom
10 percent.

The Pew report is one of a few
such papers that disaggregate data
for various Asian American com-
munities, “Today, income inequality
in the U.S. is greatest among Asians.
From 1970 to 2016, the gap in the
standard of living between Asians
near the top and the bottom of the
income ladder nearly doubled, and
the distribution of income among
Asians transformed from being one
of the most equal to being the most
unequal among America’s major ra-
cial and ethnic groups,” noted the
authors of the study, RakeshKoc-
char, associate director of research
at Pew Research Center; and An-
thony Cilluffo, research assistant at
the Pew Center.

Within the Indian American com-
munity, median household incomes
vary widely, noted the National Co-
alition for Asian Pacific American
Community Development, in its re-
sponse to the report’s findings. For
example, the organization noted,
the median household income in
San Jose, Calif,, is $157036 - where
incomes are driven by the tech com-
munity - compared to $51,060 in
Yuba City, Calif, where agriculture is
the driver of the local economy, Ed-
ucation levels are also Jower in Yuba
City, said the organization, noting
that Indian American residents of
Yuba City come largely from a previ-
ous wave of migration, whereas Indj-
an Americans in San Jose represent a
for et i " 8l
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affects all in
unique ways

$30,750 for a family of four in 2017,
Sri Lankan Americans, with pop-
ulation numbers of about 60,000,
have median household incomes at
$74,000 with about nine percent of
the community living in poverty.
More than half a million Paki-
stani Americans currently reside in
the US, with a median household
income of $66,000; 15.5 percent live
in poverty, according to the report.
Around 188,000 Bangladeshi Amer-
icans have a median household in-
come of $49,800; almost one-quarter
live at or below the federal poverty
level. Similarly, Nepali Americans,
who have a median household in-
come of $43,900, also have almost a
quarter of their community living in
poverty.
. Burmese Americans have the
highest level of poverty among Asian
Americans, with one out of three liv-
ing at or below the federal poverty
line. The median household income
is $36,000, according to the Pew
report. About 72 percent of Indian
Americans hold bachelor’s degrees
or higher, compared with just nine
percent of people from Bhutan.
SeemaAgnani, executive director
of the nonprofit National CAPACD,
said in a press statement: “The Pew
Research Center’s report draws at-
tention to the stark economic in-
equality in the AAPI population. The
success of some of us has contributed
to the marginalization of many of us”
“We must challenge the dominant
assumptions of our success, and we
need to build solidarity within the
AAPI community. We need to en-
courage the idea that successful
AAPIs have a social responsibility to
learn about, support, and lift up low-
er-income AAPIs who are unduly set
back by the success of their commu-
nity members,” said Agnani.
“Wealth that is dangerously ined-
uitable is not sustainable and, thus,
Wweall have a shared interest and ben-
efit in lifting AAPIs living in poverty
out of the margins,” she said.
The full r, eport can be found on the
Pew Research Center’s website.
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Silver Spring, MD-20902

Cell: 202-203-0668
email: mminfinityrealtyllc@gmail.com

Want to BUY, SELL or RENT a

Residential or Commercial
Property ?

M For exceptional service call me at 202-203-0668.
At MM Realty, you will get real value as our
experience will save you money, time and above all
great deal of your life time.
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The Purpose of
JOURNALISM Whexe Arxe

1 Be an eye-opener You?

2 Convey atheme or idea every time ecision making is an art and a science.
3 Entertain viewers/listeners/readers Art touches feelings, science deals with verifiable
4 Bring forth the truth unadulterated facts. In Decision-making both are involved. Long-
5 Promote beauty consciousness ] . term satisfaction must be a goal.
6 Sustain peaceful co-existence Instant decisions may also have lasting impact. Understand vour
7 Inspire consistent effort to attain goals . goal and purpose of any decision you make.
K Educate without judging Consider all relevant facts, possible results and consequences.
9 Help them to sort out right from wrong Ask questions to expert advisors, not your ignorant friends or
10 Protect peace and harmony relatives.
11 Encourage friendliness among people Do not let anyone steal your dream!
12 Promote principles values and fairness : Overcome the fear of decision making.
13 Discourage evil and evil people Jacob Easo
14 Promote progressive thinking results of the decisions you took in the past.
15 Always encourage developmental projects Where you will be, how you will be, what

Remember, who you are and what you are, are the

Copyright: Jacob Easo,

16 Protect true history through documentation you will be, and when it will be are Houston Texas
17 Inform people of great opportunities _ determined by the decisions you
18 Save the public from superstitions . make today.

—_—

19 Protect people from scams and traps . Nodecision, no progress!
20 Warn the public of dangers and destruction .. Make right decisions
21 Keep leaders accountable to the public < = . every day! Best

22 Protect people from religious eraziness oS £ wishes!

23 Give face to victims of tragedie *

24 Encourage cfficient leadership
25 Verbalize public concerns
20 Strengthen people to attain their rights
27 Promote agriculture and industry
28 Introduce scientific developments
29 Sustain life with integrity and truthfulness
30 Protect nature and the environment,
Copyright Jocob Easo, Houston, Houston Press Club, Indo-American Press Club
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ccording to Plutarch ‘Painting
is silent poetry and poetry is
painting that speaks’. A poet
is an artist. Art is self- -expression. It is a
kind of alchemy. It transmutes the color-
less, formless sensibilities of the soul into
scripted golden words.Poets have the
singular gift of gazing at life through
images and metaphors. This provides
them with a kaleidoscopic view of
life, unique in each case. An artist’s
articulation of the inner musings
is based on that uniqueness. That
is why no two poets or artists are
ever alike.
A poet often unhooks a word
from its age old associations and
Wwraps it in a new garb, giving it new
dimensions. Once an idea grabs the
poet, or the poet grabs an idea, he can
never sit zip lipped. Like a bird, he has
to sing, has to pour the very heart out.
Like a song easing out of the throat of a
song bird, a poem glides out of the quill
of a poet. It flows not from the head, but
from the heart. Inspiration may elbow
him in the form of a word, an image, a
metaphor, an emotion or a feeling. In
whatever guise it comes, it sets off an
explosion in the downy softness of his
mind. The chemistry of the mind begins
to act and the poet is forced to react.
Silence gives way to words that in the
choicest condensation articulate vol-
umes in silence.

Sometimes the poet takes an irratio-
nal leap, but it will be a leap of faith. And
the poet paddles off with a visual image,
a complex idea or a simple truth. There
are ways and ways of saying things. But
a poet always has an alluring way of say-

it. And what he articulates cannot be

articulated in any other way, by any an-
other poet. He can strip a'word.down to

its core meaning,
: and present it
in such a
way

that the image he presents
comes out in a distilled form.
As W H Auden states, a poem
‘must say something signifi-
cant about a reality common
to us all, but perceived from
a unique perspective’. That
unique perspective, conveyed
with his heart on the pulse of
words makes him a true poet.
At times a poet has to wait
for a word to perch on the
bough of his mind, a word with the right
shade of meaning, igniting his creativity.
As Mark Twain once remarked, ‘the dif-
ference between the almost right word
and the right word ...is the difference be-
tween the lightning bug and lightning’.
So he waits patiently, till it lands there.
This patience comes like the patience
that comes only in love, the love of words.
Once a poem reaches the reader’s hand,
he can tease or tear any meaning out of
it; he may coax out of it a drop of joy or
a drop of tear. The artist’s moment of
rare clarity or epiphany may not be the
reader’s. A poem becomes a total-
ly new entity in the mind of a
reader. The saying goes
that beauty lies in
the eyes of the
onlooker.
The

ElsySatheesan

m

meaning of a poem lies in
the mind of the reader. A
poem can unfold itself in
various ways to various
minds. But a poet is not
goal-oriented. He distils
his thoughts and pours
them out for those who are
alive to the experience of
poetry.

Poetry is cadenced utter-
ance that inspires various
levels of responding. It opens up at levels
emotional, intellectual, imaginative, aes-
thetic and sensual. A book is an ambassa-
dor that talks to strangers and establish-
es diplomatic relations with them. Some
poems speak to the readers. A certain
degree of intimacy with the readers is es-
tablished by many poets. Robert Frost is

well known for that, and so is Walt Whit-"

man. Some poems speak for the readers.
Whether the poet speaks to the reader
or speaks for the reader, he houses his
poems with diverse sensibilities. While
some of them address certain zones in
the soul, others address certain alcoves
in the heart.

The origin of one poem differs from
that of another. Sometimes an idea can
summon a poem; at times an image or
a thought can stir it into aliveness. But
writing is always a special joy to the poet
who is alert of mind and eye. Sometimes
a poem might stem from pain. Art gives

dignity to our pain. It gives dignity to our
hopes too. Sometimes a poet sinks roots
into the social psyche. And he emerges
with social and political poems. For most
poets the felt urgencies emerge as poems.
Poems can be autobiographical. They can
be worked from the tears and smiles
of others too. Every poem, whatever
be the source of its origin, gives ut-
terance to the impulses that pulse
through the poet’s conscious and
unconscious psyche. A poem con-
ceived in the mind, and matured

in the gestation period, opens the

gate and soars away. The poet
ferries his fears and feathers his
hopes while sculpting it. A well
feathered poem emerges from the
stirrings in the heart of the poet and

the reader.

There is a whole new language of
non- verbal communication out in the
wide open world. Nature is a treasure
house for us to haul out multitudinous
images from. Watching nature we strike
gold. A humming bird’s language is its
whir and purr. A butterfly’s music is its
fluttering. The dragon fly’s diction is
its dance. The ants read the language of
smell. An aesthetically loaded mind can
inhale nature’s surprises in all sensory
forms. Wordsworth’s nature nurtured
mind aptly divined:

‘One impulse from a vernal wood

May teach you more of man,

Of moral evil and of good,

Than all the sages can’

Poetry creates and translates from

a strange silence. It shifts our whole
awareness to a deeper wholeness, giving
rise to moments that can be mytholo-
gized. A poet’s etching of the poetic es-
sence he culls out from lifeis based on
the kind of mirror he holds to it. It differs

=~

ends in stirring sparks in the heart of .5

in each case. Most poets dip the pen into #>

their hearts and write. What comes from
the heart goes into the heart.

There is poetry lying scattered all
around us; in the slant of the sun, in the
waves of the ocean, in the blades of grass,

r

in the chirping of a bird, in the smile of a &

babe, in a flake of snow, in a resting peb-
ble or even in a fierce storm or spuming

volcano. But as Thoreau says, ‘it’s not &

what you look at that matters; it’s what
you see’. Sometimes the best poetry

flows out of the mind that gets in touch #=

with the silence of the soul.

... wlth
dom Musings u
oture, her religion. She

, both available on Ama;

des in Charlottesville, Virginia,
band SatheesanKachicheril, author of Pure Reason. She has authored two volumes

zon, Poetry is her passion,
e reached at esatheesan@yahoo.com, with the subject line"
OSummer Snowl

EIsySn(heeson is a retired professor of English from Kerolo, India. After settling down inthe US =
he has been working with a bank for more than a decade. She resi
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efore talking
about  the
importance
of communication, what
is communication? It is
an art by which we share ideas,
information, opinions and feel-
ings. It is a two-way activity.
That is the transfer of infor-
mation and knowledge from a
source to the receiver.
Communication occur be-
tween humans through speech,
symbols, cave paintings, picto-
grams, ideograms and writing.
Our first attempt to commu-
nicate were cave paintings,
known to be 40,800 years old.
Since then, people started cre-
ating their own language and
tried different methods of com-
munication. For example, the
Egyptians invented their own
picture language, which was
called hieroglyphics.
Communication is the most
important way of expressing
any feeling towards any per-
son or thing. There are various
forms of verbal and non-ver-
bal communication. Commu-
nication helps people relate,
interact, understand and get
connected to others. Commu-
nication is needed in business,
personal life. Communication
can be a one-way or a two-
way process, depending on the
way people react. For instance,
sometimes while the parent

“The

skills

Alan Stephen Saji, Charlette

is trying to interact with the
kids, when they don’t respond,
therefore, although it was to
be a two-way communication,
it has become a one-way com-
munication process. Both the
team involvement is required to
make it as an effective two-way
communication.

Now let’s move out to the
importance of communication
skills in social life.

The importance of commu-
nication skills cannot be un-
derestimated. Before language
was invented people used hand
gestures, body language etc. to
converse with each another.
Good communication skills are
necessary in all walks of life.
Powerful communication can
create a positive impact on the
social, personal as well as pro-
fessional life of a person.

Professionally, if you are ap-
plying for jobs or a promotion
with your current employ-
er, you need to demonstrate
good communication skills.
To demonstrate good commu-
nication means you need to
maintain good eye contact, vo-
cabulary, present ideas appro-
priately and above all, listen ef-
fectively as communication can
be a two-way process.

Communication helps us to
understand others. The inabil-
ity to communicate can lead
to a lot of problems in socially,

importance of
communication

in social life”.

S

personally and professionally.
Can we imagine a day without
communication! No talking,
no writing, no signaling. We
instantly feel the void it had
created. Always recollect what
makes us different from ani-
mals, it is the ability to commu-
nicate verbally, Communica-
tion glues us with other people
and makes us social beings.
Marketing is another field
where communication is the kéy
to success. Marketers interact
daily with large varieties of per-
sonalities, such as business man-
agers, artists, computer scien-
tists, magazine, and newspaper
journalists and company execu-
tives. When discussing, market-
ers are open to give professional
suggestions when possible. As
a communicator, you need to
be clear and concise. Successful
marketers are experts in listen-
ing and understanding the needs
of the personalities with whom
they are communicating.
Communication can be face
to face, as well. When com-
municating face to face there
are lot of benefits. Meeting in
person allows you to show your
true personality, emotions, and
reactions. It also helps you
detect their body language,
feelings, tone, and reactions.
Face to face communication
also boosts collaboration and
creativity through the abili-

ty to share ideas more freely.
1t also helps you build cred-
ibility, and establishes trust
and loyalty. Another benefit
of face to face communication
is, the live feedback translated
through body language and fa-
cial expressions. It also helps
in expanding your network and
building good relationships.
Face to face communication is
also a great form of engagement
and leadership. Also, when you
make the effort of actually see-
ing the other person, you show
that you are listening, and make
them feel that what they say is
important.

Communication is equally
important in your personal life
as well. It helps you to build
good relationship with your
friends and family. Communi-
cation is the key to leadership
and when we look into our his-
tory, we can clearly say that all
our Great leaders were great
communicators.

Personally, I like the quote
from Jim Rohn on the Im-
portance of communication
skills- “Take advantage of ev-
ery opportunity to practice
your communication skills so
that when important occasions
arise, you will have the gift, the
style, the sharpness, the clarity,
and the emotions to affect oth-
er people.

So, let’s take each and every

sl

opportunity to practice good
communication skills to lead a
good social life.
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ommunica-
tion is every-
where! It is
the tool we use to convey
our thoughts, wants and
needs. Mankind is blessed with
their intelligence and has many
amediato achieve our commu-
nication goals. These are in the
forms of expressions, verbal or
audio and visual or print. It is
also said that “At times silence
is louder than any decibels and
void of light is brighter than
any colors!”1

Having good communica-
tion skills enables individuals
to be successful in all endeay-
ors of life. Some are naturally
blessed to be good communica-
tors. However with consistent
practice and competent, edu-
cated training efforts everyone
can improve upon their skills
into effective communication.

The essay topic “The impor-
tance of communication skills
in social life” lets us look into
the dynamics of communica-

tion that influences our social
life and overall wellbeing.

The development of com-
munication skills begins in an
individual’s infancy before the
emergence of the first word.
The emotional environment
at one’s home influences the
personality formation of an in-
dividual. So having a healthy,
loving home is the first thing
we can do to have individuals
of sound personal communica-
tion skills.

When  communicating in
person our physical appearance
and body language matters a lot.
The attribute of correct attitude
comes into play evidently here.
1t shall take only an empathet-
ic, appropriate physical touch, a
meaningful sigh or a breathy in-
halation to convey it all at a time
that demands it. At times there
are circumstances and situa-
tions that no words and modes
of communication shall suffice
the requirements. The capabili-
ty of possessing a seasoned, so-
ber, assertive and mature body
language, in all situations will
vield us respect, reputation and
thereby success in our lives.

In contemporary life where

in

=T

»

b E P

importance of

communication

in social life”

the discipline of communi-
cation by itself is an industry,
from an individual’s point of
view there are two perspec-
tives of successful relay of
communication -

a) What the individual wish-
es to convey.

b) What an individual is giv-
en to assimilate from an exter-
nal communication.

Onto the first perspective,
being authentic, sincere and
the clarity in the thoughts will
enable successful communi-
cation. The first cry of a little
baby is the first audible effec-
tive communication of that ba-
by’s life!

In the perspective of receiv-
ing a communication from an
external source, what matters
is the established trust level

(Yes fake-news is unfortunate-
ly real!) among and ease of ac-
cess of the medium of commu-
nication between them shall
enable effective delivery of the
message.

In both these perspectives
being responsible and hav-
ing effective articulation of
thoughts mutually will ensure
success in the venture of com-
munication.

At a time when social media
is so influential in our domes-
tic lives; mastering the skill
to communicate effectively
online is not just a need, but
a mandatory requirement of
our contemporary times. Here
again realizing that it does not
take much time for the world
to know our thoughts as well
whatever goes online on so-

Ananya Augustine,

cial media is recorded forever
should reinforce us to be re-
sponsible digital citizens!

The reality being what we
are is what we converse and
communicate! We understand
and appropriate a person in
our lives upon the communica-
tion relationship we mutually
have among in our immediate
relationships, community and
society.

In an immigrant diaspora
the capability to converse in
the language of the land and
acquiring the ethos of our ad-
opted home certainly ease up
our academic, professional,
social and personal lives here
in the United States. Our inevi-
table tongue is orie thing that 1
am proud of. When I am ques-
tioned for my accent, I confi-

dently and assertively
reciprocate to my counterpart
by saying “Can’t help my ac-
cent- I am born with it. My
pronunciation is a hybrid of
the five languages I speak.”
I sure get an astonishing ap-
preciation from my counter-
part who received an indirect
cultural education from me!
Our multicultural linguistic
capabilities are our definite
strength! Knowing multiple
languages equips us for a ver-
satile and better equipped so-
cial life advantage.

It is of high importance for
every student to acquire ad-
equate communication skills
beyond academic or technical
knowledge for his or her over-
all success as an individual.

In these times when infor-

mation or data is valued as the
newfound currency to wealth,
it is essential that possessing
effective communication skills
in all modes of communication
transmission is an important
factor of one’s personality and
an inevitable life-skill. Com-
munication skill is a vital asset
towards successful, comfort-
able social life and wellbeing,

Credit:

L. The color of Silence, Blog
by Mr. Charles Macinnes,
http://www.charlesmac-
innes.com/blog/files/2b76b-
6cdb932dan38cesb5b540d-
51cd8-31.html

2, The nation has shut
down the internet in various
regions 20 times in the first
five months of this year. “In-
ternet Censorship in India Is
on the Rise” CNNMoney, Ca-
ble News Network, money.con.
com/2017/06/16/technology/
internet-censorship-india-hu-
man-rights-watch/index.htm].

3. Schwabach, Aaron.
“Online Censorship” Issues:
Understanding Controversy

and Society, ABC-CLIO, 2018,
issues.abc-clio.com/Search/

Display/1548372. Accessed 26
Aug, 2018.

ERT—




R, S SRy TR

ESSAy contest Winners

Children (Age 10-14)

Importance of communication

W dithye Korthit Upsahyoyatu, Atiants

What ls communication?
& e 1y Tawhwondo trise
o1 Master  Buria, oom
mivafion & fhe  Tink
Pt you and e oatside world
Comtrnumieation & @ very important
popre s of o overvday lives that can
e eaaity overdouked When we are in
oomversation with our friends, teach
e nogihibon coavorkers, acguain
tanoes, o wilth your family membery
fo fostering  good  relationahips
healthy communication is the key

Communication i the process in
whiich you send and receive informa
on by speaking, roading, writing us
g o-mall and toxt messages. Com
rication helps create and nounsh
Basically
communication & the basts for all

the process of loarming

a

Fd

fion helps you express your thoughts
and feelings, and helps explain you
ideas. We can't share our ideas and
thoughts eflectively without good
communication skills

In the holy book of "Bhagavad

Gita”, 1t e stated the importance
of on effective communication
It starts with the verse, or sloka
of the blind king of Hastinapur,
Dhritarashtra, who is asking his

minister Sanjaya for information,

as to what is going on in the war
filed of Kurukshetra

Inter personal relationships

are very important in making

communication effective. The

“Bhagavad Gita” itself is the per

QLS

sonal interactions of Arjuna and

Sri Krishna and it shows how they

have communicated effectively

on the war field.
Elements of communication skills
Here is a list of essential ele

ments of communication skills.

* Lastening

» Non-Verbal Communication

* Clarity
» Continued on page 25

Lukose Tharian & Family
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P Continued from page 25

. Friendliness
. Confidence
. Empathy
* Open-Mindedness
* Respect
The above skills help people
stand out from the average peo-
ple that cannot communicate
well.
Importance of these elements
in social life:
1. Listening:
Effective listening skill is noth-
ing but actively listening - 1t
helps us to comprehend the in-
formation given by the other
person and also give us the in-
formation to give in return to the

ESSAy contest Winners S NN NN ENNN

other person.

2. Non-verbal Communi-
cation:

Body language, eye contact, hand
gestures, facial expressions and
tone of voice, personal appear-
ance- These elements enhance the
Way we communicate to others,

3. Clarity:

Good verbal communication
means saying just enough - not
talking too much or too little.
Good communicators convey
their message in as few words
as possible. They communicate,
what they want clearly and di-
rectly.

4.Friendliness:

Friendliness is very much need-
ed to make new friends. Through
a friendly tone, a personal ques-
tion, or simply a natural smile,
you can convey the message ef-
fectively.

5. Confidence:

Confidence lets listeners know
that you are ready to get your
point across, in a way that the
people would want to listen.

5. Empathy:

Empathy lets you experience
other people’s thoughts so you
can craft a better argument that
OPPOSES their thoughts.

6. Open-mindedness:

The definition of open minded is

%5 Category 2 : Age 15-20

3. should the Government
Regulate Internet

n the world of In-
Iternet, an open plat-
miorm. s a level

playing ﬁ;?mmh;

investors, and entrepreneurs
to choose the best platforms
and products and test compet-
ing business models. To further
this growth, deregulation gen-
erally lowers barriers to entry,
improving innovation, entre-
preneurship, competition, and
efficiency, leading to improved
quality and resources for cus-

tomers.
As defined in the Cambridge
English Dictionary, “Govern-
ment Regulation” is a law that
controls the way that a business
can operate. In that context,
though regulation has forced
some expansions to the society
in general, it has not stimulated
radical change. Based on the
studies conducted, overall evi-
dence suggests that the impact
of regulation on moral, social,
business, and economic inno-
vation has been negative and

e

that regulation has delayed and
hindered progress in a number
of areas. Therefore my conten-

~.tion is government should not

regulate the Internet. Any pur-
ported government regulation
in the pretext of enhancing the
access to information, or in the
name of constitutional rights
and protection of freedom and
free speech that upends the
openness is regressive.

In the book “Who Controls
the Internet?” authors, Har-
vard professor Jack Goldsmith
and Tim Wu, the Columbia law
professor who coined the term
“network neutrality”, skillfully
deliver a convincing argument
that governments through reg-
ulations continue to exert their
influence to control the Inter-
net by citing prominent author-
ities, implying broad repercus-
sions, and using stark contrast.
They cite case studies on inter-
net giants such as Google and
Yahoo; and their struggles to do

business in various parts of the
A R D

world including China. In the
book, Goldsmith and Wu de-
velop the idea that the internet
can transcend borders and ter-
ritorial rule. Any government
regulation will negatively im-
pact the Internet evolution.

An in-depth look at the evo-
lution of the Internet will re-
veal the way'it transformed the
world and its profound impact

awillingness to try new things or
to hear and consider new ideas.
An example of an open-minded
person is one who listens to their
opponents in a debate to see if
te information makes sense to
them.

7. Respect:

We should respect others point
of views and feelings EVEN if we
differ from their opinions. Show-
ing respect for other’s opinions is
the key to communication.

Communication skills
shape your life:
Now-a-days, many people are
spending time with their iPads

to the society and world order.
The idea of a ‘resource-shar-
ing’ network first emerged in
the Advanced Research Proj-
ects Agency (ARPA) in 1966.
By 1981, newer advancements,
such as the Transmission Con-
trol Protocol (TCP) and the In-
ternet Protocol (IP), were fully
equipped to replace it, marking
the beginning of the Internet

Nidhi Manikkath, Atlanta .

or iPhone screens on Facebook,
WhatsApp, Twitter and other
video games. Spending time on
these internet applications does
not help us socialize. People
have put their energy and time
onto smartphones and other
electronic gadgets will not let
us socialize. Now-a-days, we are
having busy lives, but people are
wasting time with technology
and spoiling personal relation-
ships with lack of integrity. If we
spend time wisely, we can have a
better social life.

In conclusion, communica-
tions skill is extremely important
aspect to shape our lives.

of today. The journey since
then has been phenomenal and
growing every day.

Internet has come of age. It
has grown over four decades
and is still growing with no
government regulation. During
this time, it influenced every
aspect of human civilization.
A day without Facebook, You-
Tube, WhatsApp, Amazon,

:
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Continued from page 25
Twitter, Google, Netflix, Snap-
chat, etc. is unimaginable today.
The internet has changed our so-
cial fabric, creating a new perspec-
tive and a culture. In its early days,
in particular, it positively impacted the global
telecommunication and commerce. It con-
tinues to grow even stronger as evidenced by
the cutting-edge use of internet technologies
are discovered and applied to all industry
segments. My father used to tell me the ag-
ony he has to endure to communicate with
his parents back in India during the nineties.
It took over a month to reach the snail-mail
from New York to Kerala, India. Those days,
a phone call abroad costed him over 70 cents
per minute. I could not even fathom as how
he lived those days when compared to the ad-
vent of technologies and resources available at
my finger tip. The invention that borne out of
US department of defense is now mainstream.
The internet has created a new knowledge
based workforce. As the Industrial Revolution
was a catalyst to new manufacturing process-

es, the Internet Revolution created sweeping
changes brought about by digital computing
and communication technology. This forced
the shift from mechanical technology to ad-
vanced digital electronics with the adoption
of digital computers and digital record keep-
ing that continues to the present day. Analo-
gous to the Industrial Revolution, the Internet
Revolution marked the beginning of the In-
formation Age.

In the following sections, I will look at two

incidents that manifest the need for internet
and its derivatives free of government regula-
tion. The first is Arab Spring that began in De-
cember, 2010. This insurrection has a global
impact, in particular, all Arab countries in the
middle-east and in the North Africa. The sec-
ond one is a recent natural disaster occurred
in Kerala; heavy torrential monsoon rain that
altered the lives of many throughout the state.
Inmy view, these are quintessential examples
of internet which is free from government
regulation that will help aid the
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common man when it is need-
ed the most.

The Arab Spring was a se-
ries of pro-democracy upris-
ings in several largely Muslim
countries, including Tunisia,
Morocco, Syria, Libya, Egypt
and Bahrain. The political and
social impact of these popular
uprisings remains significant
today, years after many of them
ended. The Pew Research has
conducted studies on the role
of social media and internet
in the Arab Uprisings. The re-
search confirms that social me-
dia played a significant part in
the Arab uprisings and Pproves
that the networks formed op-
line were crucial in organizing
a core group of activists, spe-
cifically in Egypt. Civil society
leaders in Arab countries em-
phasized the role of “the inter-
net, mobile phones, and social
media” in the protests, Addi-
tionally, digital media has been
used by Arabs to exercise free-
dom of speech and as a space
for civic engagement,

Earlier this month, devastat-
ing rainfal] followed by treach-
erous landslides haye killed
several people gng displaced
;ver amillion in Kerala, Indjy

ationa| Disast, :
launched its bi:;::hef)]:ome
cue and reljef opcratizw.r res-
state, €vacuating ovﬂn‘m the
thousand people, T, beve.ml
- 1he Indiyp
army and the navy were de.

ofei).

ployed as well. The use of mobile phone 't‘.-'Ch'
nology and social media platforms mobilized
relief efforts. Thousands of people from all
over the world came together in assisting the
operation by putting up websites, WhatsApp
groups and other new media internet tools.
This is happened purely because of the avail-
ability of internet to the public with no gov-
ernment regulation. The common men were
familiar with these technologies and were
able to deploy them when it was needed the
most.

Furthermore, we can assess many such use
cases and scenarios in the field of internet
eco-system that positively helped mankind.
Khan Academy helping a child in the remote
village of Africa, crowd sourcing platforms
that helps raises funds for various causes, and
“Googling” for general answers to our curious
questions are all a few such examples.

Internet is the pipe through which the in-
formation superhighway traffic flows. When
governments regulate and control the flow
of information travelled, it affect the overall
value chain. An Arab Spring would not have
been possible without the open internet. A
mass rescue and relief operation of such size
would not have been possible in Kerala, if the
public wasn't able to freely use and spread in-
formation on the Internet.

It is also arguable that the right tool in the
wrong hand can be potentially deadly. The In-
ternet allowed people to communicate global-
ly, changing the way business was conducted.
Many hoped the accelerated communication
would inspire greater international harmo-
ny. The reality was less idyllic; people found
Ways to use the new form of communication
malevolently, for example delaying messages
or hacking private communication. However
the Internet’s enduring influence on cultural
impact is undeniable.

Itisacommon beliefthat evidence-based
regulations that respect the fundamental

role of free-market competition can help to
remove these dangerous aspects of the In-
ternet. However, despite their best inten-
tions, government regulation still disrupts
the marketplace or widens divisions be-
tween companies angd technologies. When
f‘egulfltion is not thoughtfully applied, they
nvariably cayge unintended damages; they

Supposed to pr

otect while destroyin
L) t
Public’s tryst i ke

their government.
In 1848, Horace Mann, ap American ed-
}L;cator, succinetly states, “Education, then
eyond all other divides of human origin, is a
greatequalizer of conditio
ance wheel of the social m

a i y
ol:;ably, In the present day you wi| find that
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he Internet is a world-
wide network con-
necting millions of
computers and other devices
that exchange all sorts of data,
Itis also a place for creativity
and knowledge building. It
gives people more oppor-
tunities and it changes
the way we work, com-
municate, learn, and so
on. Today many edu-
cational facilities use
the Internet for re-
search purposes and
to learn. Businesses
use the Internet to
promote their prod-
ucts and expand their
connections. Individ-
uals use the Internet to
email others, shop online,
play games, etc. The cre-
ation of the Internet was no
doubt very exciting and help-
ful. The Internet has become
50 popular in today’s world that
aple have become addicted to
and depenteman it.

One of the controversial top-
ics thatalot of people bringup is
whether or not the government
should regulate the Internet.
Internet regulation is a process
where the federal government
can administer the internet
and censor information. Even
though both sides have logical
arguments, the reasons for why
the government should not reg-
ulate the Internet are greater

than the reasons for why they
should. The federal government
should not regulate the Inter-
net because it violates the First
Amendment and each individu-
al’s right to privacy, reduces the
educational value of the web, and
prevents businesses from pro-
moting new products, Not only
that, if the government were to
regulate the Internet, hackers
and other criminals will always
find a way to commit such hei-

e

v Should the Government £
regulate internet

ranni

whw

Della Maret

nous

crimes. It

would also pro-

mote riots and distur-
bances in many places.

First of all, the First Amend-
ment is very significant to the
society. It gives citizens the free-
dom to say whatever they want,
buttoalimit. Italso gives citizens
the freedom to express opinions
in printed and electronic media.
This amendment allows citizens
to have a say and stand up for
what they believe. Since there
are already limits to the freedom
of speech and press, it would be
unfair if the government con-
trolled the internet. Regulating
the Internet would be a direct
violation to the amendment.
Otherwise how are people sup-
posed to voice their opinions if
the government censors it? How
will individuals make nation-
wide and worldwide problems

known
so that others can help? With
no regulation of the internet,
people can freely express them-
selves and their opinions on the
media.

Privacy is another thing that is
most important to people. With
privacy comes trust and respect.
On a TeachPrivacy blog, Daniel
J. Solove talks about the 10 rea-
sons as to why privacy is import-
ant. One of the reasons Solove
explains are about limit on pow-
er. Solove says, “The more some-
one knows about us, the more
power they can have over us..in
the wrong hands, personal data
can be used to cause us great
harm.” What Solove says is true;
a person’s private information
is what influences their deci-

sions and
behavior.
Privacy is im-
portant because it
is easy for other people
to take advantage. That’s why
some people say “none of your
business” to others because they
do not want others to know.
When some individuals talk a
lot about themselves, people
also say “too much information”
because they know it’s none of
their business and they could
care less about what happens in
someone else’s life. In addition
to that, one’s reputation could
be destroyed if others know per-
sonal information about others,
If the federal government con-
trols the Internet, then each cit-
izen’s right to privacy would be
taken away.

Technology  has extremely
changed education. Before the
inception of the i internet, educa-
tion was only for those who could
afford it, and individuals often

.
had
to travel to
other places just
to buy books. Today, books can
be read online. There are learn-
ing sites for K-12 students such
as TedEd, Khan Academy, etc.
Educational videos on different
websites like YouTube are shown
in classrooms to provide lessons
and examples on different sub-
jects. Corey Murray, editor of
the EdTech magazine, described
the results of a survey conduct-
ed by PBSLearningMedia, on
the use of technology in schools.
He wrote, “..74 percent of edy-
cators surveyed said technology
is key to helping them expand
on classroom content; the same
percentage said technology is a
motivational tool; and 73 percent
said it helps teachers respond to
different learning styles. More-
over, 69 percent said technology
has helped do more than ever
before for their students”. There
are also online databases like
EBSCOHost for students that
are a part of a research group.
Unlike the small, isolated class-
rooms back then, there are bigger
classrooms and multiple courses
available everywhere, even on-

P Continued on page 28
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line. Online learning has become increas-
ingly popular within the past few years. It is
said to be more beneficial and efficient and
exciting. Technology has transformed edu-
cation in many ways, from providing teach-
ers with new learning material to creating
new ways for people to learn and collabo-
rate. If Internet regulation existed, it would

degrade the educational value of the web.
Besides education, technology has also
impacted businesses. Before technolo-
gy even existed, small businesses would
barely make any money and could only sell
products to local customers because they
had no way of reaching out to people far
away. Now businesses like Amazon or EBay
sell products online, which is effective and
beneficial. Customers are able to buy de-
sired products from anywhere in the world,
which is better than go-
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ing to alocal store and not
beingable to find the best.
In addition, companies
use the Internet to com-
municate with others and
exchange information.

In a newspaper called

Chron, X.A. Francis lists

the impacts that the in-

ternet has made on busi-

nesses. Francis describes

arecently new option for
employees called tele-

commuting. This option

allows workers to stay
at their home and work
using office equipment,
rather than coming to the
office building. Francis
wrote, “According to the
Suite Commute website,
in 2008, 33.7 million em-
ployees telecommuted?”
The use of technology
has improved the way
businesses work and in-
teract. If the Internet was
administered, it would
prevent the promotion
and usefulness of tech.
nology and innovation.

In a world where com-
panies today use the In-
ternet as a part of their
business, it is very easy
to scam people and stea]
information. Hackers and
scammers take advantage
of many people. There
are millions of fake web.-
sites and files; once 5 link
is clicked or downloaded,
there is a good chance

o AR PR Y TR
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that a virus has entered the computer and
will destroy any data that is stored on the
device. Companies like Equifax, Yahoo,
and JPMorgan Chase have all fallen victim
to multiple hacks. Data including names,
passwords, phone numbers, etc. were all
stolen. If a company has been hacked more
than once, then it is obvious that hackers
will always attack, even if the government
can see what is happening. Therefore In-
ternet regulation couldn’t prevent any cy-
ber crimes from happening because there
will always be a way around it. Besides the
local criminals, there are terrorists who are
extremely familiar with the network and
know how to prevent the government from
tracking them down. Regulating the Inter-
net would be a waste of the government’s
time if they were trying to track down
criminals,

Briefly, there are far more serious prob-
lems than regulating the Internet, and it
would be considered ridiculous if the gov-
ernment were to spend time and money
on this initiative. There is no doubt that
there would be a major backlash if the
federal government regulated information
on the Internet. People would think that
the federal government was trying to turn
into a dictatorship, Riots would erupt ev-
erywhere, and could even cause violence.
Disputes in school and work offices and
home would soon become a daily thing.
Regulating the internet means violating
the First Amendment and individual's
rights to privacy, degrading the education-
al value of the web, preventing business-
es from the promotion of products and

usefulness of technology, causing debates
everywhere, and so on. There are already
enough problems going on in the world.
Surely, the government has better ideas
than to regulate the Internet. The Inter-
net has become an essential part of every-
one’s day to day life and if the government
where to take that away, then everything
would just collapse.
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Should the Government
¥ regulate Internet

‘ ‘ took initiative in
Icreating the Inter-
net” Those seven
words by then Vice President
Al Gore became perhaps the
most mocked and misunder-
stood words in the internet
age. However, he was correct
in some form. Gore support-
ed the expansion of the inter-
net “as far back as the 1970s”
(Lee). This effort by Gore and
and other Congressmen even-
tually led to the expansion of
the internet to a role that was
previously unimagined. Today,
in the age of the smartphone
89% of the United
States pop-

ulation regularly uses the in-
ternet (Gordon) and naturally,
a political divide has ensued.
This time, the trifle that ensued
was over the fundamental role
of government in the role of
regulating this fairly new tech-
nology.

The issue of governmental
role in internet is multifaceted
and it can be broken up into
two fundamental questions.
The first is, “Should the gov-
ernment have a level of con-
trol over what content is on
the internet?” The second is, «

Should the government
control access to
the internet?” The

two  issues
are mul-
ti-

faceted, however if the govern-
ment follows the Constitution
to the letter of the law the an-
swers to these two questions
are undoubtedly clear, The
government should not have a
say over what content is posted
on the internet, and the gov-
ernment should ensure that
all consumers of internet have
equal access to all content on
the internet.

The government should not
have a say over what content
is posted on the internet sim-
ply due to the fact that any
regulation of content would be
an infringement on the First
Amendment rights of US Citi-
zens. This is written clear and
plain in the Constitution when
it says that the United States

should not “[abridge] the

freedom of speech, or of

the press.” This freedom of

speech and the press is extend-

ed to the internet. However, the

most nuanced area, the grey

area, occurs when fake news

is concerned. By now everyone

is aware that Russians, at the

direction of the Kremlin at-

tempted to interfere in the 2016

Presidential Election. In fact,

recently, Facebook recently “re-

moved 32 pages and accounts

from Facebook and Instagram

that were pushing American

political stances and organis-

ing events” (Solon). However,

the constitutional interpreta-

tion of this situa-

tion still remains

clear. The United

States government

should the

websites  self-regu-

late. They should advise

the companies to remove

any pages that might be of

conflicting interest, how-

ever, legally, they cannot

and should not take any
action.

allow

However, limitations
do apply in some regards.

Similar to the application

ARNAV RAQ, Atlanta

of the First Amendment in the
real world, the First Amend-
ment in the digital world
should and does have limita-
tions. Any information that is
sensitive to the government
(classified government docu-
ments or other sensitive infor-
mation should not be allowed
on the internet. The most per-
tinent example of this is the
classified documents disclosed
by then CIA contractor Edward
Snowden. The United States
government has every right to
take down classified and unre-
leased information, simply due
to the limitations of the First
Amendment.

The other issue pertaining to
government role in regulating
the internet is whether or not
the government should regu-
late access to certain websites
or not. The answer there is yes.
As noted before 89% percent
of people use the internet ex-
tremely often in 2018. This has
led to the internet being used
to perform a wide variety of
tasks including commerce and
basic household management
tasks such as paying the bills.
This would classify internet
service as a public utility. The
public utility vs private com-
modity issue is the central issue
in whether or not the internet
should be regulated or not.The
public utility view is espoused
because basic sustain-
ability of commerce
and life in Amer-
ica is extremely
difficult without
basic access to
internet.

With the inter-
net being classified
as a public utility, it
should in fact, be regu.
lated by the

government
access to pub-

because

lic utilities is
one of the ba-
sic functions of

government. In the recent “net
neutrality” debate that was un-
derway, people debated wheth-
er or not government should
regulate internet service pro-
viders (ISPs) to ensure that
they did not prioritize certain
websites over others. In resolv-
ing this debate, it is important
to utilize the public utility view
of internet. Under the public
utility view, the government
has to ensure all consumers of
the utility that all parts of the
service (various websites) are
flowing through the “internet
pipe” at equal speeds. This is
because the government can-
not inherently prioritize cer-
tain websites and viewpoints
over others. As'the internet is
defined as a public utility, the
government cannon inherently
discriminate. It all returns to
the First Amendment.

In conclusion, the two dis-
tinct issues regarding govern-
ment regulation of the internet
can be solved with basic inter-
pretations of the Constitution.
Speech on the internet should
not be regulated, just as it is not
regulated in real life. Access to
public utilities should be made
equal and nondiscriminatory,
simply because it would be il-
legal to promote one website
over another according to the
First Amendment.
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Laying a foundation stone
to the IAPC Chapter in
Russia.
The Chairman, Dr. Babu Stephen,
during his trip to Russia, iden-
tified the potential and need for
IAPC in the ethnic community
there. Soon he was able to attract
like-minded resources who were
willing to partner together for
the common caus¢ of IAPC. The
days are looked upon when a team
from US National representation
can travel to Russia and officiate
this overseas chapter of IAPC that
will border the European and the
Asian countries.
IAPC Induction 2018 at the
at the Indian Consulate of
New York on April 10th.
The Executive office of the Indo
American Press Club took official
installation for 2018. Community
leaders who attended the meet,
where the Consul General of In-
dia Sandeep Chakravorty, Assem-
blyman David Weprin, Dr. Neeta
Jaina Democratic District leader
from 25th Assembly District, Shiv
Dass the President of Jackson
Heights Merchants Association
and the businessman Darshan
Singh Bagga.

The President Renee Mehrra
as the President of Indo Ameri-
can Press Club received citations
and congratulatory messages from
community leaders and New York

| city representatives, Her perspec-
tive for more women to further

democracy was well received by
the audience,

The  Bharatanatyam perfor-
mance by the four year old Merryn
Augustine was a treat.

‘JOURNALISM WORK-
SHOP”, an endeavor was looked
upon by the Press Club of Houston
President and TV journalist Mike

O'Neill as  productive enlighten-
ing session for writers, editors,
reporters, publishers, as well as
High School and college students,
who have a passion for journalism.
Authors and publishers had an
opportunity to exhibit their books
and publications, and to interact
with other writers and authors.

Ten instructors for different 20

minutes sessions covering, oppor-
tunities and challenges in Print,
Visual, Digital, and Social Media
kept it going. Certificates were is-
sued all to those who completed
the course successfully. Instruc-
tors included Jawahar Malhotra,
Publisher of Indo American News,
Veteran Journalists Seshadri Ku-
mar of India Herald, Dr. Chandra
Mittal Voice of Asia columnist, Dr.
Nik Nikam Nano News Network,
TV Houston host Sangeeta Dua,
Prof. Dr. Eapen Daniel, IAPC lead-
ers and other seasoned Journalists
as well as writers and publishers.
The speakers wished many more
young Indo Americans made use
of this valuable workshop.

NAMOM Excellence Award at
the Royal Albert’s Place, New Jer-
sey on April 28th,

NAMOM Excellence award is
an annual initiative by the North
American Malayalees and Associ-
ated Members(NAMOM) a group

that honors achievers in their re-
spective fields of performances.
Two of IAPC’s most deserving
members, the founding President
of JAPC, Mr Ajay Ghosh and the
present Chairman of IAPC, Dr.
Babu Stephen were honored at
NAMOM 2018 event at New Jer-
sey. Mr. Ajay Ghosh for his Media
contributions for innumerable
media houses and Dr. Babu Ste-
phen for his achievement as an
entrepreneur who had a 4 decade
long making of history since com-
ing to the United States of Amer-
ica. Mr Ajay Ghosh continues to
mainstream his life on a media
carcer while Dr. Babu Stephen
is on a fast pace of growth on his
immovable asset management and
medical home ventures in Wash-
ington DC. IAPC took a lot of
pride in their achievements.

2018 Conference Kickoff
at Kottayam Press Club
The First official Kickoff for the
International Media Conference
was hosted at the Kottayam Press
Club in Kerala. The Indo Amer-
ican Press Club applauds Dr.
Mathew Joys for going beyond par
to take the initiative and execute
a kick off at the Kottayam Press
Club in Kerala.

The meeting was attended by

well-known journalists and in-
dividuals within the media and
the political spectrum. They wel-
comed him with honor and fa-
cilitated the event and provided
us with extended visibility. The
Chairman has always called Dr
Mathew Joys the “cornerstone of
the Indo American Press Club”

2018 Conference Kickoff
in Atlanta at the Ashiana
Banquet Hall on August 11.
The Kickoff was presided by Dr
Babu Stephen, the Chairman of
the Indo American Press Club ac-
companied by IAPC officials of the
Atlanta Chapter and participated
by select community leaders and
media representatives from local
media houses. The 5th Interna-
tional Media Conference (IMC)
scheduled to be hosted in Atlanta,
GA on the 6th and 7th of October
2018 at the Atlanta Airport Mar-
riott was officially announced. In
addition IAPC’s intention to award
$500 scholarship to 50 student re-
siding in Atlanta Metro area and
those upto High school age group
for their academic and nonaca-
demic accomplishments was also
announced. The event had a fair
participation of members of the
Atlanta  Chapter including the
Chapter leaders like Prasad Phi-

lipose, Mini Nair, Lukose Thari-
an, Anil Augustine, Sabu Kurien,
Joseph Varghese, Amritpal Singh,
Harmeet Singh etc.

2018 Conference Kickoff
in New York at the Tyson
Centre on September 2.
Local community participation
was an outlook for this Kickoff
meeting which was a success in
that scope. The attendees also
took time and turns to convey
their grievances for the flood vic-
tims of Kerala. They also took
turns to voice their perspectives
on the relief operations, the after
math and the rehabilitation with-a_
vision for a stronger better Kera-
la. The Founder Director of IAPC,
Mr. Ginsmon Zacharia took the
opportunity to congratulate the
present IAPC Chairman, Dr. Babu
Stephens decision to make a per-
sonal donation of INR One Crore
to the Kerala Relief Fund. The an-
nouncement received a standing
ovation.

IAPC Director Board Members
like Mr Sunil J Koozhampala,
George Kottaram and other lead-
ers of IAPC, Mr Anil Mathew, Biju
George, Eapen George, Saji Thom-
as, Innocent Ulahannan, Philip
Maret, Jiny J Mathew, Cherian

Chakkalapadikka] etc spoke at the
event.
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Power of Atorney DOMESTIC RELATIONS
Lleg Will/Tax Planning Separation Settlement Agreement
Legacy/Probate Divorce, Adoptions, Child Custody,
Visitation, Child Support,
Guardianship, Alimony, and Martial

BUSINESS distribution/litigation
Franchise Agreements Hperareisn ¢
B_usu_wss Closings L&T

Liquidate Damages Landlord Tenant
Complicated Litigation Lease/Litigation
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(Minimum Amount
UsD 25,000)

Zero
Balance
No Checking

Transaction Account*
Fees for Interest

Incomin Rates on
Credits“q Deposits*

Attractive

SBI NY
Free ADVANTAGE 2

International Rupee -
Debit Cards* . Remittances™

Principal Wholesale
Protection Banking &
on Early Trade
. ithdra B Finance
»
-

: -Business
; State Banl Indla Hours  :9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Weekdays)

460 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor Phone :212-521-3222, 212-521-3390, 212-521-3312
* New York, NY 10022 Email : mgrmkt.nyb@statebank.com
(Between 57th and 58th Street) ngsite : sbinewyork.com
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